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Subject: T/3gt William W, Lowe

Technioal Sergeant Willism W, Lowe joined the U.3. Army in
May, 1943, and was sent %0 los Alamos in Marah, 1944, Before entering
the Arny, Lows was attending Pudus Uniwversity where he was in the
last semester of his work towsrd a bachelorate degree in chemical

eugineering.

During the first fowr months &t los Alamos Lowe was engaged
in the development of & wethod for the rediochemiocal sssay of plutonium,
ons of the vital materials used in the manufacture of atomie bombde.

In the following fow-month period he did chemicul research on methods
for the purification of this element, and took part in developing

snd oonstruoting equipment for the testing of these methods on & pilot-
plant scale. On the basis of this experiense & full-scals purification
unit was designed, constructed and tested. lowe partisipated im this
work, and in February, 1945, was given larger personsl responsibllity
for ths soustruction and improvement of additional full-ascale units.
Subsequently, he was given increasing responsibility for the produc~
tion of purified plutonium,

The quality of military persounel assigned to Los Alamos in
the Speoial Engineer Detachment is very high, most of the men having
had considerable selisatifie or techniocal experience prior to their
induotion into the Army. Acoordingly, & large number ef these men
oontributed in & mjor way to the sucoess of the purifiecation work
in which lowe has been engaged. The excellent way in which lowe
carried ous his responsidilities and his ability to secure the wtmost
in cooperation from his co~worksrs have made him one of the mosé
outstanding men in this fisld of work, and have resulted in the super-

visory respousibilities deseribed. g
J. W, Xennedy
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